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Local E-911 dispute
goes to Nashville

iy Erarrell Zuercher

O Jam. 15, representalivis
rrom the lnen af sMauntain
City amd the Johnson: Caunty
L-211 service met with the
fennessee. Emeargency Cam-
maiications Baard in Mash-
wille, This meeting peourred in
ariler fa resolve a dispute over
the amaunt of meney that
Mauntzin City wauld cantrib-
ke fer e E-91 1 service, A dis-
frules that has heen aoing on for
several months withaul a suc.
cesatul fesolutien, Fartunately,
both sides Bave worked 1o-
ﬁl:”“l" a0 that service has nit

con interrupied for Maurdain
il pesicents,

Traclitionally, the Mouniain
City-and [ohrson County go-
erning badies have fungded
counbewide efforts egually.
Fepwever, hecause of the oo
i state funds, (he Board of
Mavar and Aldermen éleoked
0 funcl these types of praject
biased oo the percentage ol
rshnsoin County residents that
live within the kountain Ciry
tewen lmits. Curremily, this sets
the towen's funding fesel at 15
percent of what the caunty
govvermment cortributes,

Bacause of the reducticn in
lunding from Mounten City,
the E-211 service was foroed
ta lrim ils operating budget
same af e proposed budget
cuts westld involve a rediection
i pereennel. This cut would
mave resulied in some shifts
having cnly ene dispatcher on
duty, According to Eugene
Camphel]) the =911 Director
in Jerson Couny, this would
rechice the quality of infarma-
lian passed an to the caller
iram Lthe dispatcher. With b
dispatchers pershift, emar-
AN Care insfructions can be
piven while the emergency re-
SROREE UNIS are on moute, With
only ane dispatcher, this type
af infarmation would: hisve 1o

Che himited because of the other

responsihilities of the dis-
pratcher

Since he twi sides cauld not
reach an agreement, thay
sought arbitealion at the state
lewel: The results of the meet-
g were nreserted by the E-
911 service 1o the Board of
Mayar and Aldermen at their
monthly meeting on lan. 20,
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Aron
the Tennises Emerpency Come-
municadions Board, e Board of
hawor and Aldermen voted to
continue funding E-911 through
Jure. During this time, the 811
senvice will catalag (e calls it re-
oeqves, [rom this catalog, E-5911
will chetermine the number of calls
criginating fram Mountain i
resiglerts. This number will e
compared to the nurmber of calls
froarn fahnson Courdy resickents e
ing cutsice Mountain City.

Althaugh there are some howre

inTenpesaee that fured thedr 911
dlistricts accarding to papulation
level, Lvnn Quuﬂelr-]-:_-eneml
Caoursel o the Tennessee Emer-
aeney Communications Board,
cinfizred that, “The majority of
iuncling levels are based on call

.......

walume”

Thersisill a deagresment con-
cernirg the amount o pe paid Dy
rountain Ciy While the Ko
sowrrnrreenl voted on 335000,
the E-A17 service s expnr.rini;
470,000 Acconding s Camphell,
the state recommended that
70000 be ponirfauted for heone
tire fescal woar, wiich expires at
the el ol June,

The: toeen voted 1o fund a pro-
rated arnount, since the fiscal yoar
weds Ny half complete, The an-
seripds from the mesing are ni
wid avai lakle, YWhen thes are avail-
alsbe, thesy weill he ueed fo deter
prvine if the toaars will necd ko fuced
the full amount. With the 525,000
alreacdy fundead by Mourdair Oy
pricr to the mecting in Mashnilie,
the wole al the Jantary meeting
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Birirges the fotial st funded for
U*nis]ﬁy:zul wear o FEAL 000,

According to Terry Reece,
hdauntin Cin's Recorder, “Undl
we pet the franscripts, the other
ST is st wp in theain”

The Iewen povernment alsa re-
guested that the E-911 service
begin proceedings to raise the fee
charged on resicential and buei-
ness fetephone senace, In arler
fo e sy, Cested | said, “Thie ap-
plication neecls i be acconma-
nicd br o signed, interocal agree-
rent between E-911 and Mioon-
tair City, and another sech agroe-
rreent bebwern B8 T and Jahirecn
County, stating wial the respec-
e coniributions would be.”

While this is poing on, the dis-

pat-:hj;g. senvioas will remain un-
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